
HISTORY OF ST THOMAS’  

About 1877 the St Thomas’s Mission District was set up.  

The first services in the district were conducted in a newly 

built (but unlicensed) public house (not identified but pos-

sibly The Auld Triangle).  Soon after, a brick Mission Hall 

which could seat 180 was erected on what is now the 

church site and accessed from Monsell Road.  It stood 

where the North Aisle and Hall Path are now.  

There was a move to have the district made an official 

parish and in 1882 a former nonconformist iron chapel 

which could seat 400 (all free) was purchased for use as a 

church and erected beside the brick Mission Hall. The first 

baptisms in the Iron Church took place on 18th May 1882 

by Rev Littlewood.  

We reopened the church for Holy Communion at the end of July. We are using a slightly shorter (spoken) version of our usual service, with suitable 
social distancing and other safety measures.  

N.B—Face coverings are now mandatory in churches, please come prepared.   

If you are unable to join us at 10.30am in church our online services are continuing on YouTube, they will be available later in the day.  

https://tinyurl.com/y6kvnxyv  

St Thomas 

News  

What’s on at St Thomas’ this week?   

• 10.30 am Sunday Worship back in church! - There will also 

be a recording on YouTube later… 

• Last Bible Study of this session on Friday 7th at 2pm. 

All links can be found in your Saturday email 
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Calling green-fingered gardeners… 

If you are free on Saturday mornings from 10am come along and 

enjoy an opportunity to keep St Thomas’s garden looking fresh and beauti-

ful!  For more details email Malcolm at  

malcolmmarjoram@hotmail.co.uk   

If you intend to come, please ring Malcolm on 07834 224 481 first. 

The parish was finally approved in 1888. 

Rev Frederick Isaacs was offered the living on 24th July 1887 

and he held the first service on 19th November 1887 in the 

Iron Church. Ewan Christian was appointed architect, and 

the cost of the fabric of the church was approximately 

£7000 which was to be paid for out of the sale of St 

Matthew, Friday Street which was demolished in 1885. The 

final service in the Iron Church was held on 8th July 1888.  

The foundation stone for the new church was laid on 21st 

July 1888 followed by a parish tea in a marquee on land op-

posite the church belonging to H C Stephens.  

The Iron Church was dismantled, and the congregation tem-

porarily moved back to the Mission Hall – which had some 

problems as it wasn’t large enough to hold the growing con-

gregation. Extra services were held to accommodate every-

one.  On 18th May 1889 services were moved into the South 

Aisle and Lady Chapel which were the first part of the 

church to be completed. 

The Mission Hall was then pulled down so that the North 

Aisle could be built.  The material from the Mission Hall was 

used to build what became the Church Hall.  

The Iron Church plus the organ was sold to St Oswald’s, Ful-

ham for use as a temporary church.   

Article by Malcolm Marjoram -  St Thomas’ Historian 

Picture from an early St Thomas' parish magazine. 
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Contact: Revd Pauline Nashashibi: 

email: priest.stthomasfp@gmail.com 

Or phone to talk:  

Phone 020 7263 8268   Mobile 07530 969 444 

Stay in touch with us at 

St Thomas’:  

www.stthomaschurch.co.uk/  

Follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-the-

Apostle-Finsbury-Park-620638091312852/  

Instagram: @stthomasfinsburypark 

Give Generously:  

If you are able to give at this time, we 

would be very grateful. Your contribution is 

very important and helps to continue life 

here at St Thomas.  

https://tinyurl.com/y9php2pp  

Scan the QR code below: 

Do you know anyone who doesn’t have access to a computer?  Please print this newsletter for 
them if you can. Perhaps they might like to know there is a FREE phone line called Daily Hope, 
0800 804 8044, offering a collection of well-known hymns, the stories behind the hymns, join-

ing in with Morning or Evening Prayer, or receiving the latest relevant public health advice. 

The Positivitree   
A young girl’s idea has transformed a big tree in 
Monsell Road and cheered up the neighbourhood. 
Once the idea to make a ‘positivity tree’ was born, 
the family left out wooden circles for people to 
decorate. Very quickly the tree was covered in posi-
tive words – live, love, laughter, joy, happy, my old 
friend -s and messages as well as quirky drawings. 
If you go down Monsell Road you are sure to see 

people stopping to enjoy the messages. Even peo-

ple who haven’t contributed to the art part of the 

project enjoy stopping to study the messages. 

Read the whole story on: https://

www.islingtonfacesblog.com/2020/07/22/

vicky-lawson-daisy-the-positivitree/ 

Hard questions - Where is God in this? 

This is a time which raises hard questions – about 

how we live, about our values, about God.  

St  Paul’s Cathedral asked people what was most on 

their minds, and then asked a wide range of 

writers, thinkers and theologians to reflect on these 

‘hard questions’ – for example: 

• Does the suffering caused by this pandemic shake 

your faith in God? 

• What is church when people can’t be together 

physically? 

For reflections on these and other hard questions, 

see: 

https://www.stpauls.co.uk/learning-faith/adult-

learning/hard-questions-for-hard-times 

The Positivitree in Monsell Road 
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