
Church terms explained  

Who funds St Thomas’? What is the “Common 

Fund”- why does it matter ? 

Our money, apart from rental income and grants, comes from 

the personal donations of the congregation – made through the 

Parish Giving Scheme (PGS),  a regular direct debit, and by cash 

in the collection. We all have different incomes and commit-

ments – the church does not ask for more than people can 

afford but, in order to survive financially, St Thomas’s needs to 

receive more from the congregation – churches don’t receive 

money from the government as people sometimes imagine.  

St Thomas’ is not a “stand-alone” church - it is part of the 

Church of England Diocese of London and so there are two 

threads in St Thomas’s expenditure:  

• We pay directly, ourselves, for some of the basic running 

costs for our buildings - 

heating, lighting, insur-

ance, building repairs, 

materials for services etc. 

We’re pleased that the Playgroup is back using the hall on weekdays. With guidance from Islington Council, they have 

worked hard to prepare the space so the children and staff will be safe.  

For the moment, the church itself remains closed for worship as guided by the Diocese of London until we can open it 
safely. 

St Thomas 

News  

What’s on at St Thomas’ this week?  (Online)  

• Sunday Worship on YouTube 

• “Morning Coffee” on Zoom after the Sunday online service, be-

ginning at 11.15am for 40 minutes.  Drop in anytime and stay as 

long as you want.  

• Wednesday Morning Prayer on Zoom at 9am,with Rev Pauline.  

• Weekly Zoom Bible study every Friday  at 2pm  

All links can be found in your Saturday email  

St Thomas’s Day—Our Patronal Festival—5th July  

Unfortunately we are unable to hold our usual Parish Party this 

year, but we will have an additional meeting on Zoom at 6pm to talk 

about your St Thomas’ Stories.  

Details in your email on 4th July.  

 

We would like to feature children’s artwork on our website and per-

haps show one or two in these pages in coming weeks. If you would 

like to submit photos of your child’s artwork, please send it to: 

 stthomasfp2@gmail.com 

25 June 2020 

We are blessed with our weekly YouTube service, so 

beautifully put together by Pauline, our interim priest; 

Briony, who is voluntarily covering a range of administra-

tive tasks for us at the moment, Nik, who was our organist 

until 2015, currently living in Ireland and helping us long 

distance, and Rosie, Pauline’s daughter, assisting her with 

filming. 

Thank you Cloudesley for our Emergency Grant! This will 

be used to purchase church equipment and software for 

video editing, some church Kindle tablets we can lend out 

to give access to services, and to compensate Nik for his 

time in creating these services for us (after a huge amount 

of voluntary work).  

We are incredibly lucky as an Islington Church to have the 

support of the Cloudesley charity, and this emergency 

funding stream to help adapt and maintain service in re-

sponse to the coronavirus emergency.  

Cloudesley has also recently generously supported us with 

our building repairs, and our carbon efficient building ad-

aptations, including LED lighting, solar panels, battery and 

draught proofing.  

Check out how we’re doing here: https://

www.stthomaschurch.co.uk/eco-congregation  

Thank You 
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If you’d like to speak with our priest, contact 

Revd Pauline Nashashibi: 

email: priest.stthomasfp@gmail.com 

Or phone to talk:  

Phone 020 7263 8268   Mobile 07530 969 444 

Stay in touch with us at 

St Thomas’:  

www.stthomaschurch.co.uk/  

Follow us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Thomas-the

-Apostle-Finsbury-Park-620638091312852/  

Follow our YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNSPvWmICR8-tjNx1lFsc8Q  

Give Generously:  

If you are able to give at this time, we 

would be very grateful. Your contribution 

is very important and helps to continue 

life here at St Thomas.  

https://tinyurl.com/y9php2pp  

Scan the QR code below: 

 

 

• We contribute towards the Common Fund which pays clergy salaries, pension contri-

butions, housing, training etc. The Common Fund also allows the Diocese and Dean-

eries to support parishes in many ways. For instance, at St Thomas’, we have bene-

fitted from guidance and training (in person and online) on safeguarding; human 

resources and governance advice; learning and development opportunities for clergy 

and lay members; advice on managing our buildings & property; guidance for our 

environment and sustainability projects; help and advice on Parish Finance and Fund-

raising; membership of the PGS which saves us so much work; and the Parish Buying 

scheme for group buying. 

The Common Fund (sometimes referred to as Diocese Fair Shares) is money given by con-

gregations in every parish in the Diocese of London. It is collected from rich and poor par-

ishes alike. Supporting one full-time priest in a parish and contributing a fair share of the 

costs of other activities was estimated to amount to around £83,000 per parish in 2019. St 

Thomas’ has never yet paid its full contribution to the Common fund – but has steadily 

been working towards doing so. In 2019 we contributed about £71k meaning that St 

Thomas’ was subsidised by other congregations in the Diocese by about £12k. A full share 

for 2020 would be £85k – we are unable to contribute anywhere near that figure and are 

therefore asking for a larger subsidy this year. 

Why is it significant that we don’t pay our full costs? 

We need – and want - a new vicar, therefore we need to show we are a viable congrega-

tion which can significantly sustain itself. 

Now we have no vicar, surely we are saving the salary etc? 

As you can see above, the Diocese pays salaries and the figures are averaged out across 

the Diocese. The congregation of St Thomas’s needs help and support during the interreg-

num and to appoint the new vicar.  

Are we able to obtain alternative sources of income from elsewhere? 

We normally receive rent (about £16k pa) from organisations using the parish rooms – 

this will be less this year due to COVID-19. 

For our buildings, St Thomas’ is fortunate to have access to grants from local charity 

Cloudesley – their grants have enabled many repairs and improvements in our buildings 

as we described on the first page.   

Couldn’t the Diocese contribute more? 

In 2019 the cost of sustaining the Church of England in London was about £35 million. 

About 75% of that was to house and pay the clergy, and to provide for their pensions. The 

Diocese receives no money from the state for mission or ministry. However it is fortunate 

in that it has some resources from ‘yesterday’s congregations’ which are invested in prop-

erty and funds. The income is used to help pay the costs of keeping clergy in parishes, and 

to contribute towards the wider work of the Church of England.  

What can we do? 

If you want St Thomas’ to be here for you and the community, now and in the future, 

please think about your contribution.  

If you’d like to know more, please see: 

https://www.london.anglican.org/support/finance/common-fund/ 

https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/  

Do you know anyone who doesn’t have access to a computer?  Please print this newsletter for them if you can.  

Perhaps they might like to know there is a phone line called Daily Hope, 0800 804 8044, offering a collection of well-

known hymns, the stories behind the hymns, joining in with Morning or Evening Prayer, or receiving the latest relevant 

public health advice. 

3rd July is 

St Thomas’  

Patronal 

Festival.  

We celebrate 

this year on 

Sunday 5th 

July. 
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