
SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE FINSBURY PARK 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

28 APRIL 2019 

MINUTES 

 

Apologies for absence had been received from Malcolm Marjoram, Briony Murray, Iain 

McSeveny, Cassie Dummett, Chris Higgins, Marcia Sinclair, Julie and Chris Evans, Katie 

Dawson, Fiona Goedhart, Simone Mills-Campbell, Tessa Pascall, Elizabeth Allen, Laura 

O’Connor, Kim Rumsey, Stav Stavrou, Andrew Barnett, Mavis Sewhcomar, Sarah Fowler, 

Diane Osei-Loven. 

 

1. The minutes of the meeting on 29 April 2018 were approved: proposed by Emerald 

Rabbatts, seconded by Anthony Dass. 

 

2. Vicar’s Report: Stephen highlighted the relatively small number of people present and 

commented on their profile as being somewhat unrepresentative of the congregation as a 

whole. He also drew attention to the 150th anniversary of Finsbury Park. The main 

celebration is to be on 10 August so our Summer Outing has been moved to 17 August. 

 

3. Secretary’s Report: the meeting was informed that St Thomas’s Playgroup has returned 

for the new term, though the problems are not yet fully resolved. The children are not 

allowed to use the outside space on the Monsell Road side of the churchyard until a new 

licence is agreed. This is currently with the Diocesan Registry. The next step will be the 

installation of new gates. Islington Council is willing to pay for these, according to the 

playgroup leader, but they will require the full faculty process. 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report: Sandra drew our attention to three things: St Thomas’ has become a 

fully registered charity since the previous APM; the quinquennial repairs were more 

expensive than anticipated so we drew on our reserves; in order to pay for the new Sacred 

Heart altar frontal, we also had to supplement the grant from Cloudesley from our 

reserves. As a consequence our reserves are depleted and need rebuilding. 

 

5. Accounts for 2018: the meeting accepted the accounts, which had been independently 

examined: proposed Pat Crocker, seconded Justice Konneh. 

 

6. Islington Deanery Synod Report: John Irwin was thanked for representing us for the 

past two years. He has resigned as he is to be made deacon on 29 June. 

 

7. Churchwardens’ Report on Fabric and Fittings: Justice reported that during the coming 

year we would need another fire risk assessment; the new lighting has made with 

widespread approval; the solar panels will soon be installed. It was explained that the 

delay had been caused by a prolonged conversation with Islington Council’s planners 

about visibility. We had been able to register for the feed-in tarriff. A battery would also 

now be installed because of a grant from Allchurches Trust. 

     Stephen thanked Justice and Heather for their service during the past year. Dorothy 

and Rowan were also thanked for their hard work in enabling us both to apply for grants 

and to install LED lighting and solar panels. 



 

8. Safeguarding Officer’s Report: this was distributed. It hadn’t been included in the 

earlier papers as Stephen confessed to forgetting it was needed! Pat raised the issue of the 

DBS checks for the drop-in volunteers. The meeting was informed that it had been 

decided that this was only required for Rowan and Dorothy as one of them was always 

present. Heather thanked Helena, Rowan and Marcia for all their hard work. 

 

9. ALMA: Sandra emphasised that the current project to mechanise the well would 

benefit the local community and enable the charging of mobile phones. We do not yet 

know what we have raised so far. The money from the Kid’s Café had in the end been 

sent to the Disasters Emergency Committee following the recent cyclone. 

 

10. Finsbury Park Sisters: Dorothy told us that at their last meeting one of the sisters had 

made some delicious Algerian bread for everyone to share. 

 

11. Open Church: Anne rehearsed last year’s appeal for more volunteers to enable this to 

continue. Malcolm’s health will in future restrict the hours in winter. Stephen pointed out 

that we need to be open a certain number of hours to qualify for grants. He thanked 

Anne, Malcolm and Emerald for keeping St Thomas’ open outside the hours of worship. 

 

12. Movie Nights: Anne said the average attendance was 10 -12, but that it is not a club so 

that all are invited. Stephen thanked Anne for providing this social occasion regularly. 

 

13. Sunday School: Rowan said that we are currently OK for volunteers though more are 

always welcome. She thanked Katie, Sarah Wyles, Kirsten and Diane who have retired 

for the time being. It was hoped that the children and their parents could be encouraged 

to participate in Christian Aid’s ‘Circle the City’ walk on 19 May. Sponsorship forms 

should be available on 5 May. There might be a Cake Sale before the walk. 

 

14. Bible Study: Stephen thanked Rowan and Malcolm for organising this entirely behind 

his back! 

 

15. Organ Restoration: Anthony said he would chase Dr McVicker to see if he could 

provide the necessary paperwork soon to enable us to put the restoration out to tender. 

 

16. Singing Group: more men are needed. Andrew was thanked for his commitment. 

 

17 Servers: Sandra told the meeting that she has a good and growing team, especially of 

adults. 

 

18. Tea at St Thomas’: It has been open every Thursday without exception for 7 years and 

on Maundy Thursday there were 18 people. 

 

19. Pilgrimage to Durham etc.: thanks to Sandra for organising this very successful trip. 

She said that she’s been asked to arrange another one further north to Iona etc. 

 



20. Electoral Roll: Stephen explained that 12 more applications had been received since 

the meeting of the PCC on 18 March which had accepted the new Roll. The APM agreed 

to add those names thus making a total of 149: proposed by John  Irwin, seconded by Pat 

Crocker. 

 

21. Election of Churchwardens: two nominations had been received, Justice Konneh, 

proposed by Iain McSeveny, seconded by John Irwin, and Heather Pascall, proposed by 

Jim Mott, seconded by Iain McSeveny. There being no other nominations Justice and 

Heather were duly re-elected. 

 

22. Election of one representative to Islington Deanery Synod: one nomination had been 

received, Anthony Dass, proposed by Pat Crocker, seconded by Anne Rose. There being 

no other nominations Anthony was elected to serve for one year. 

 

23. Election  of 4 members of the Parochial Church Council: three nominations had been 

received, Sandra Hall (previously co-opted as treasurer),  proposed by Carol Clarke, 

seconded by John Gyimah, Briony Murray, proposed by Malcolm Marjoram, seconded by 

Emerald Rabbatts, and Dorothy Newton (previously elected in a by-election), proposed 

by Heather Pascall, seconded by Rowan Howard. At the meeting Grace Francis was 

nominated, proposed by John Irwin, seconded by Emerald Rabbatts. There being no other 

candidates Sandra, Briony, Dorothy and Grace were elected to serve for 3 years. Stephen 

thanked Jenni McMillan, Julie Evans, Anthony Dass and Dorothy Newton who had 

completed their term of office. 

 

24. Appointment of Independent Examiner of Accounts: Alex Sargent, proposed by 

Justice Konneh, seconded by Heather Pascall and agreed by all present. 

 

25. Any other business: Dorothy drew the meeting’s attention to Cloudesley’s invitation 

for people to consider becoming Trustees in the future as they wanted to build up a pool 

of people on which to draw. 

 

26. The meeting closed with thanks to all who had attended at 1.15 pm 

 

 


